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C HRI ST T H E S ER V AN T

L u T H ER A N C H U R C H

Dear Friends in Christ,

In Adult Sunday Forum lately, we have had some interesting
“discussions” of what to do about our theological differences. Should
I1 John 7-11 be our model? It calls for us to exclude those who think
differently about “the doctrine of Christ.” It was noted that there is
impressive precedent in Church history in the ecumenical councils,
whose creeds we still confess today. At Nicea, if you said Jesus was
of “like substance to the Father” instead of “the same substance,”
you were anathematized, excommunicated, and excluded. |
wondered if that was the best way to go.

Friedrich Heiler once said, “Religion does not consist in a particular
representation of the divine, but in a dynamic relationship to the
Sacred...It is the worship of the Mystery and our surrender to it.” In
other words God, “the Mystery,” can never be adequately
compassed in any representation. Some may come closer than
others—a Rublev icon, for example, or the Mass in B Minor.
Linguistic representations using Aristotelian language games are
fairly far down on my list of adequate representations. | personally
wish Athanasius and Arius had put the love ethic first and had their
arguments on the solid ground of mutual love—nobody was going to
leave Nicea excommunicated. Christianity would be a lot healthier
today if they had.

But this does not mean that we shouldn’t have really big debates
about our theological representations of the divine, and about
Christian ethics, and about church structure. These are all really,
really important matters and we should go to the mats for them. It
is for the sake of a good argument—this is my conviction—that we
need to know what is at stake and what is not. What should be at
stake is the important task of expressing our faith in words that
capture as much as possible of all the affirmations we want to make
about God and our relationship to God. What must never be at stake
is our love and acceptance of each other. Real families stay together
even when they disagree.

NEVER has this been more important than it is today. People are not
just excommunicating each other today over religious differences—
they’re Killing each other, blowing people up, burning embassies,
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taking over countries, going to war. Cherem, Jihad, Crusade—these
are all religious wars! What kind of an example is that?

St. Paul says that Christians are to show the world “a yet more
excellent way.” This is the way of faith, hope, and love—the greatest
item being love. Paul wants us to model this new way of dealing with
each other, especially in conflict. We dropped the ball at Nicea.
We’ve been dropping it ever since. We’ve been more “worldly” than
Christian.

So—do we have something to think about (a theme) for our Lenten
repentance this year? Wouldn't it be great if we could come out of
our Lenten observance this year a little bit more prepared, as
Church, to model a yet more excellent way? Tim Lull, a Luther
expert who died recently, once speculated that in heaven, God put
Martin Luther and Pope Leo X into the same Bible study class
together. Maybe Arius and Athanasius too? Jeez, I'll probably get put
in a class with Jerry Falwell. It will serve me right—not for having
the argument—that must go on, but for letting go spiritually of a
brother loved by Jesus Christ. The best way to teach exclusionists
that exclusion is wrong is by refusing to exclude them. Whew!

Q? Yours in Christ,
—Pastor Bastien
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Gapfiller Notes

Our next Jazz Vespers is scheduled for Sunday, March 5, at 6:00
p.m. Please come out and help us mark the beginning of Lent with
our simple jazz service.

We are considering trying a Jazz Vespers service on a Saturday
evening in the spring. This would help us avoid scheduling problems
with other congregations, congregational meetings, and other CTS
activities. It may also attract people from the Montgomery Village
community who just can’t make a Sunday evening service. More on
this as it develops.

Finally, the Gapfillers offered the music for the Sunday eucharist at
Crusader Lutheran Church on February 5. We played several pieces
from the CTS Jazz Vespers, as well as Soon and Very Soon, the

Taize chant Eat This Bread, and Chi Rho from the lona “Book of
Kells” CD. I think we rocked their socks, showed them what can be
done by a small band with loads of talent and a willingness to push
the limits, and help them get beyond “Lutheran”

hymns. We were received very well and | think we’ve ~ r F
established a strong connection with Crusader. I'm — % =
hopeful that some of their members will join us for our .~ UJ ~

Jazz Vespers.
—Tom Lipe
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Prayer Concerns (cont.)
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Sunday Readings

March 5—First Sunday In
Lent

Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:1-9 (Psalm 25:1-10
NRSV)

Your paths are love and
faithfulness to those who
keep your covenant. (Ps.
25:9)

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mark 1:9-15

March 12—Second Sunday
In Lent

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm 22:22-30 (Psalm
22:23-31 NRSV)

All the ends of the earth shall
remember and turn to the
LORD. (Ps. 22:26)

Romans 4:13-25

Mark 8:31-38

March 19—Third Sunday In
Lent

Exodus 20:1-17

Psalm 19

Council Meeting Summary

February 13, 2006
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church Council

(The complete version is posted on the CTS hall bulletin board.)

+ Financial—The overall financial picture through January is good
with income at $4,000 over budget.

+ A representative from the Montgomery County Public Schools
contacted Barbara Harner about the possibility of CTS hosting a
daily study program for suspended middle and high school
students. The 5-10 students are always supervised, must abide
by a behavior contract, and would use the downstairs classroom
during regular weekday school hours. Council gave conditional
approval, pending acceptable responses to a handful of concerns.
The program may begin as early as March.

+ Child Safe Environment Policy—Barbara Harner presented a draft
policy which is based on those in use in other ELCA
congregations. Council approved the implementation of the policy.

+ Updates on Footnotes—Council clarified that members will
continue be mailed paper Footnotes until they ask for electronic-
only by emailing ctsfootnotes@comcast.net or leaving a note in
the business administration mailbox.

¢ Christian Summer Camp—CTS will sponsor a program for children
from K-8, June 19-23 as a multi-cultural Christian experience.
The registration form is already available on the web site,
www.cts-lutheran.org.

—Joyce Backus CTS Council Secretary

Begin a new Lenten Discipline:
Sponsor a child in a Lutheran School in the Holy Land

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land sponsors
four schools, two in and near Bethlehem and two about ten miles north of
Jerusalem. The schools feature a progressive approach to education.

The Lutheran churches in the Metro DC area are partnering with the Holy
Land Christian Ecumenical Foundation to provide scholarship assistance to
these students. Consider sponsoring a child as an individual, a family or a
group (each women'’s group, for example, might consider sponsoring a
child.) Through sponsorship, you have an opportunity to write letters to a
child, and to be directly involved in his or her life. It also sends a message
to the children and to their communities that they are not alone as they
face difficult and hostile conditions.

Consider sponsorship this year as a new Lenten discipline! For more
information, contact Anne Lipe, who is serving as HCEF's coordinator of
Lutheran Child Sponsorship.

—Anne Lipe
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The commandment of the
LORD gives light to the eyes.
(Ps. 19:8)

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

John 2:13-22

March 26—Fourth Sunday
In Lent

Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

The LORD delivered them
from their distress. (Ps.
107:19)

Ephesians 2:1-10

John 3:14-21

Other Readings

March 1—Ash Wednesday
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah
58:1-12

Psalm 51:1-18 (Psalm 51:1-
17 NRSV)

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your
lovingkindness. (Ps. 51:1)

2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

March 25 The Annunciation
of Our Lord

Isaiah 7:10-14

Psalm 45 or Psalm 40:5-11
(Psalm 40:5-10 NRSV)

I will make your name to be
remembered from one
generation to another. (Ps.
45:18) - or - | love to do your
will, O my God. (Ps. 40:9)
Hebrews 10:4-10

Luke 1:26-38

Gaithersburg HELP

Here are the foods
most needed right now:

Canned Fruits—16 oz.
Instant Potatoes
Rice—1- and 2-Ib. bags
Peanut Butter—18 oz.
Jelly

Macaroni & Cheese—
in boxes
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Music Notes

Our Lenten journey starts in
March, and we have several
special pieces of music selected
for Ash Wednesday, March 1.
The Psalm will feature a setting
of Psalm 51, arranged by John
Worst, an unfortunate name for
a composer, since one could naturally
joke about “the worst music ever
written.” Totally unfair. Anyway, John
Worst is Professor Emeritus of Music
at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, MI,
where he taught from 1966 to 2001.
He studied at Calvin College, THE Ohio
State University, and the University
of Michigan, where he received his
Ph.D. in composition, and no doubt
went schizophrenic during Ohio State-
Michigan football games. His setting
of Psalm 51 was written as the
confession in his Mass for the World
Church (the Worst Mass, according to
the music), a mass where the different
components are set to music from
various traditions (The Kyrie, for
example, is based on a Native Ameri-
can song.) This particular piece is
taken from a traditional Argentinian
folk melody.

During the imposition of ashes, we will
present Remember You Are Dust, by
Paul A. Tate. Tate holds the bachelor’s
and master’s degrees in music from
the University of Georgia. He is an
active performer and clinician, and
(according to his website) his music
is characterized by “fresh harmoniza-
tions, vocal counterpoint, and
scripturally-based texts.” Remember
You Are Dust is from a collection of
songs entitled “Bring Us Home,” and
portrays a “transcendence from dark-
ness into holy, redeeming, light,”
capturing the theme of Lent quite well.

Finally, the offertory for Ash Wednes-
day is a Marty Haugen piece, Return
to God. By now you should have
memorized the biography of Marty
Haugen. Originally from the collection
“Wondrous Love,” you might recognize
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the chorus of Return to God as the
response to the Lenten Gospel Verse
in setting 5 from With One Voice.

March is French Month at CTS, so
March 19 will feature music from the
French tradition. The communion
hymn will be Father, We Thank You
(WQOV 704). The text is from the
Didache, an early (first- or second-
century?) Greek text discovered in
Constantinople and published in 1883.
It illustrates many of the early
church’s doctrines and practices,
dictates how the church should treat
itinerant missionaries, and may be an
authentication of the Gospel of
Matthew. The translation in WOV is
by F. Bland Tucker. The tune to WOV
704 is the French hymn Rendez A
Dieu, from the Navarre region and
attributed to Louis Bourgeois.
Bourgeois was born in 1510 in Paris
and followed John Calvin to Geneva
in 1541. He was the cantor at the
Church of Saint Pierre, and was briefly
jailed for changing the words and
music to well-known hymns (stric-
tures we very fortunately don’t live
with today.) He left Geneva in 1557
and died in Paris in 1561. Among his
other tunes are included Old Hundreth
(the Common Doxology). For more
information on the Didache, follow this
link: http://www.earlychristian
writings.com/didache.html.

The prelude for March 19 will be the
Sicilienne movement from Gabriel
Fauré’s “Pelléas et Mélisande” and
arranged for flute and guitar by Louis
Moyse. Fauré (1854-1924) studied
with Camille Saint-Saéns and served
in Paris as organist at Saint-Sulpice,
Saint-Honore, and the Madeleine.
Among his students we can count
Maurice Ravel, and Claude Debussy
was a “grand-student.” Listening to
Fauré’s music, with its simple melodic
structure and unexpectedly jazzy
chords, it is easy to see where the
French Impressionistic school got its
inspiration.

—Tom Lipe
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The Happiest of
Birthdays to:

Susan Garvey .................... 3/1
Wolf Schwill .................... 3/2
Ernie Graf ..o 3/5
Bob Andersen .................. 3/6
John Kegley...................... 3/6
Wilma Garvey................... 3/7
Jenny Kelley.................... 3/10
Kirsten Petersen........... 3/10
Kimberly Hagen ............. 3/15
Anna Mayer .................... 3/19
Christopher Kelley ....... 3/20
Steve Garvey ................. 3/22
Michelle Backus ............ 3/22
Bob McMichael .............. 3/23
Mary Kegley ................... 3/25
Gini Bergtold.................. 3/27
Michael Larrabee.......... 3/28
Jim Lucas.......ccovevennenen. 3/28

Happy Anniversary to:

Vern Toelle & Nida
Saavedra..........cooeeene.... 3/12
David & Beth Lashof ....3/28

Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
Montgomery Village, MD

Footnotes Staff

Editor .........coeee. Joanne Eater
Calendar .............. Tom Eastlack
Servants’ List ....... Wilma Garvey
Youth Grp News .Barbara Harner
Production ............ Steve Garvey

Footnotes is issued eleven times a year by
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, an
ELCA congregation in the Metropolitan
Washington, D.C. Synod. Articles of interest
to the congregation are solicited from
members of the CTS community and are
due to the editor by the third Sunday of
each month. Articles for the July/August
issue are due by the third Sunday of June.

Service Ministry

“First Sunday”—March 5—

Sale of Equal Exchange coffee, tea, cocoa and chocolate. Collection
for the Upcounty Interfaith Clothing Center of used but still good
clothing, household items and disposable diapers.

Bar soap collection for LWR—During the month of March we will
collect new bars of soap (bath size) for Lutheran World Relief (LWR)
in the hall outside the office. We are fortunate to live near the LWR
warehouse in New Windsor, MD, where material resources are
bundled and shipped around the world to refugee camps, hospitals,
orphanages, sites of natural disasters, and villages. If you would like
to take a field trip in early April to deliver the soap, see the LWR
operation, and shop at the SERRV International Gift Shop, contact
Connie Graf.

MS Walk on April 1—Join a group from CTS to raise money for the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society and walk along the C & O Canal
to historic Glen Echo Park. Enjoy the beauty of the Potomac River
Valley in springtime on this eight-mile hike. Pick up registration
forms from the bulletin board, and start signing up sponsors with
donations before the walk. You may also register online at
www.msandyou.org—specify team name “CTS.” If not walking, find
a CTS member who is and sign his or her pledge sheet. Walkers will
meet at the church at 7:30 a.m. and carpool to Montgomery Mall to
check in and catch a bus to the Canal.

Rebuilding Together—Volunteer to help repair the home of a low-
income elderly or disabled homeowner in upper Montgomery County
with the Rebuilding Together project on Saturday, April 24.
Repairs generally include painting, landscaping, installing wheelchair
ramps, replacing water heaters, installing windows and doors, fixing
roofs or floors, etc. This will be a fun project for high school youth
(14 years or older) and adults to work together to help our
neighbors in a hands-on way. Contact Connie Graf for more
information and to volunteer for the project. http://www.rebuilding-

togethermc.org/

Lent/Easter offerings will be contributed to the United Lutheran
Appeal (ULA) and the Upper Montgomery Assistance Network
(UMAN). See the Service bulletin board for more information.

Friday, March 31, 7:00 PM—You are invited to the Graf’s home for
an evening of dinner and study of Christian Traditions. Come and
enjoy fellowship and lively discussion led by Dr. Ed Gabriele, our
resident theologian. Contact Connie Graf (301-253-5180) if you'd
like to come.

Saturday, April 29—McKenna’s Wagon.
—Connie Graf

T March 2006 T page 5



Snapshots of La Mouline

It’s a neighborhood of Le Thillot
where my maternal grandparents
lived. This is where | spent my first 3
years as a child and 6 weeks of
several summers. The town is in the
Lorraine region in the northeast, on
the west side of the Vosges
Mountains. It was originally a copper
mining town.

My Memere and Pepere’s house wasn’t very
big. A kitchen with a eating/work table, the
living and dining rooms, two bedrooms and a 2
room bathroom, the toilet being separate. |
guess it was a typical house, stucco exterior,
pipe tile roof, unfinished cellar. All the windows
opened out and had lace curtains but no
screens. In the morning the bedding would be
tossed onto the window sill to air it out. The
shutters on all the doors and windows were
rolled down every evening and rolled up every
morning. Ask Mike about the old furnace in the
hallway. | don’t remember how fuel was
supplied to it. But fuel tanks were stored in the
cellar for the kitchen stove and had to hauled
up stairs with a rickety railing.

There was a large yard with a large garden,
lots of grass and trees. The garden was
wonderful and helping Pepere do the gardening
work was great fun. The walk separating the 2
garden plots was lined on both sides with
currant bushes, one of which had a raspberry
bush in it. There was a patch of fresh herbs.
Those were needed for the salad dressing. And
a patch of strawberries. The edge of the garden
closest to the house was lined with several
hazelnut trees. In the summer, there were lots
of flowers, pink climbing roses on the front
fence, gladiolas and carnations and
nasturtiums. There is to this day a special tree
out in the grassy area in the back. My tree. A
now 60’+ evergreen that | brought back from a
walk in the woods when | was really little. One
year Pepere built a little playhouse for his 5
granddaughters. It’s still there. | remember the
grass field would get “mowed” with a sickle. |
thought that was cool! Probably the best part
of the yard was the marble table under one of
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the groupings of hazelnuts. That
table was often used for playing
“store”, the ferns lining at the base
of the trees serving as money and
merchandise. But the best thing
about that table, was the meals we
ate there. When my Aunt and Uncle
and cousins came for dinner (lunch),
we’d often eat there, about 10 of us.
I loved those meals.

Meals. Breakfast was simple. For Pepere, a
bowl of coffee with pieces of yesterday’s bread
and a pat of butter in it. For me, hot chocolate
milk with bread and butter in it or hard pieces
of toast with butter and jam. One year |
decided | needed a French breakfast bowl, a
red one. My Aunt (Maman Linette) searched all
fall for one. She ended up with a white one
that she painted the red on the outside. | still
have it, but it's white again, the paint having
worn off. Lunch was the big meal. My favorite
was Memere’s pork roast with green beans and
a salad with her dressing. The choucroute
(sauerkraut) was another favorite. | think lard
was a favorite ingredient. Green beans sauted
in pork fat with lots of garlic. Yum! Salads were
simple greens. There were often arguments
over who got to mince the herbs and garlic in
the mill for the dressing. Tartes were the
common dessert, apple, rhubarb, prune plums,
currants. Dinner was simple. Another salad,
sometimes a tomato salad, soup (mostly
brothy or creamy but not chunky), left over
meat or cold cuts, pate and of course cheese
ended every meal. Wine was not part of my
oldest memories. We kids got water and a
choice of syrups to flavor it. Raspberry, orange
or lemon were the usual. But first we had to
choose our glass. There was a set of 6, each
with vertical stripes of a different color and we
each had our favorite. Snacks often consisted
of a yogurt or a Petit Suisse with a bit of sugar
mixed in. Or a chocolate sandwich. Yep, a piece
of a chocolate bar in a chunk of French bread.
Later it became bread covered with Nutella.
The aromas from the kitchen are very vivid
sometimes for me. I must say there was an
aroma in the kitchen one day that was not so
pleasant. It was coming from a chunk of
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cheese. No, it wasn’t turning green and fuzzy.
My Mom thought it smelled good but did agree
that it was on the strong side. It was a chunk
of muenster, real muenster. This had been a
winter trip (1987), so the cheese was stored on
the kitchen window sill it smelled so strong!

Shopping also had some strong aromas
connected with it. The charcuterie (deli) where
we often bought “knacks” (a type of hotdog)
which |1 would start eating as we left the shop.
And there was the boucherie (butcher),
boulangerie (bakery) and patisserie with all
their wonderful smells. The bookstore and
pharmacy each had their own very particular
smells (good smells) that are still very vivid in
my mind. Saturdays we’d go shopping at the
marche (open market). Sometimes on the way
home we’'d stop at the bar. They had a service
window where we’d get ice cream. Tiny little
scoops in cones that had 2-3 pockets to hold
these tiny scoops. The bars there have a very
different smell than bars here. Why is it that so
many of my memories are wrapped up in
scents? The smell of cut wood from the wood
mill on the way into town. The tilleul (linden)
trees, giving the town its name. Sometimes
shopping took place right outside the front gate
of the house. The butcher came fairly early so
you could start cooking the noon meal. The
boulanger came with his cheeses, fruits,
veggies, desserts and bread a little before
noon. Another vendor sometimes came in the
afternoons with his chocolate bars and I'm sure
other items, but I don’t remember what.

Time was often marked by the arrival of these
merchants. Or by the whistle at the factory to
signal noon, or the church bells. When | was
really little, the old farmer and his oxen and
cart would go by very late in the afternoon. |
loved that sight. And the sound of the bells on
the oxen.

Those were wonderful summer vacations.
Walks in the woods were a common thing. Or
the whole troop having a picnic in the woods.
Now that made a good picture, complete with
leaf crowns and jewelry. Talk about a band of
roaming gypsies! Playing kick the can with the
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neighborhood kids. Better yet, playing hide and
seek and hiding in the neighbor’s raspberry
bushes. Lazy afternoons. Sleep overs at my
Aunt and Uncle’s place. He was a teacher and
later a principal so they lived in an apartment
on the top floor of the school. We had cool
classrooms to play in and the school courtyard
to ourselves. Walking through the town park
with its wonderful weeping willows and the old
men playing their game of boules (bocci).
Playing boules. Proving to my Uncle that an
American suburban girl could handle a hike up
to the local cross on the mountain peak.
Making a “home” for several snails by
surrounding them with small rocks only to find
the next morning that the birds ate them.
Pepere telling me to stop poking a slug with a
stick or it would jump up in my face. Having all
the slugs in the world come out after a good
rain. Needing to be carried through a field after
spotting slugs at every step. Do you get the
idea | don’t like those creatures! Hanging the
laundry out to dry. Waking up to the sound of
hot air balloons being inflated. Very animated
meals when extended family was there. Trying
so hard to beat Pepere’s brother at chess.
These are snapshots from my memory of
different visits.

The night | wrote this we had French onion
soup, quiche Lorraine (egg pie with ham,
bacon, swiss and optional mushrooms) and a
salad with the required dressing. Anyone up for
dinner? It’ll smell (and taste) great!

—Valerie Mayer
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CHRIST THE SERVAI}:I;FO{%UTHERAN CHURCH
IC

Ma

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA 6:55 PM -8:40 PM Magdalenes
groups Girl scouts
7:30 PM Eucharist
Ash Wednesday
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
8:30 AM Holy Communion 8:30 AM Montg. Conf. Pastors' 5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA 6:55 PM -8:40 PM 7:00 PM
9:50 AM Christian Education bible study groups Girl scouts Emg{]ia
11:00 AM Holy Communion 5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA groups 2:30 PM Lenten Soup 8:00 PM St
upper Matthew
6:00 PM Jazz Vespers 7:30 PM Lenten Vespers Committee
1st Sunday in Lent | Shekinah
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30 AM Matins 8:00 PM 8:30 AM Montg. Conf. Pastors' 5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA 6:55 PM -8:40 PM 7:00 PM 10:00 AM
9:50 AM Christian Education (P:g[jf:;” bible study groups Girl scouts gzsp'(\)/'r‘fnls seminar
11:00 AM Holy Communion 5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA groups 230 PM Lenten Soup Group
pper
2nd Sunday in Lent 7:30 PM Lenten Vespers St. Patrick's
Day
Shekinah
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30 AM Matins 8530 AM Montg. Conf. Pastors' 5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA 6:55 PM -8:40 PM
9:50 AM Christian Education bible study groups Girl scouts
11:00 AM Holy Communion 5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA groups gfgpzpﬂ Lenten Soup 8utrea%h
_ . Youth @Gaithersburg Help ommitee
5:30 PM Film Buffs 7:30 PM Lenten Vespers
3rd Sunday in Lent
26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30 AM Matins 8:30 AM Montg. Conf. Pastors' 5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA 6:55 PM -8:40 PM 7:00 PM
bible stud i isti
9:50 AM Christian Education bl study groups Girl scouts .Iczgésltt:gs
11:00 AM Holy Communion 11:30 AM lunch bunch S oy enten Soup @Connie
5:30 PM -8:45 PM AA groups Graf's

1:00 PM Cross-eyed Sheep
7:00 PM Theology Club
4th Sunday in Lent

8:00 PM Worship
Committee

7:30 PM Lenten Vespers

Footnotes deadline is third Sunday of each month.




FOUR KEYS TO NURTURING FAITH IN MARCH

~ March Madness ~

1. CARING CONVERSATION

A.
B.
C.

What is your favorite sport?
What does it take to be accomplished in a sport?
What does it take to be accomplished in your spiritual life?

2. DEVOTIONS IN THE HOME

A.

B. Close with a prayer, thanking God for the gift of your body.

Read Hebrews 12:1-2. Share your thoughts on the
following:
i. What weights does God lift off your shoulders?
ii. Where was Jesus’ “finish line?”
iii. Where is your “finish line?”

3. SERVICE

A.

As a family, decide on a physical activity together you
enjoy doing together, such as hiking, biking, or basketball.
Be creative. Try to spend time every week doing this
activity together.

Support a Special Olympic athlete or find another way to
encourage someone else to be active athletically and
spiritually.

4. TRADITIONS AND RITUALS

A.

In the season of Lent, we do special things to strengthen
our spiritual muscles. What new activity can you do this
Lent to help run your race?

Share your new Lenten activity with friends and find ways
to encourage each other.

- Michelle Backus and Anne Lipe

FOUR KEYS TO NURTURING FAITH IN MARCH
~ Turning Over and Around and Back Again ~

This month we enter the season of Lent —an opportunity for turning
and returning.

1. CARING CONVERSATION

A.

B.
C.

D.

If | come to a fork in the path while walking, I'm more likely to
turn (left or right) because ...

When I'm going somewhere and | take a wrong turn, | ....

Share a time when taking a ‘wrong turn’ turned out to be the right
thing to do.

Share a time when you turned away from something you felt was
wrong or turned toward something you felt was right.

2. DEVOTIONS IN THE HOME

Read Joel 2: 12-13. In the Old Testament, men and women tore their
robes as a sign of remorse. In Joel’s day, however, God looked for
change on the inside, not just another outward sign of repentance.
He sought broken hearts, changed lives; not torn garments. Share
your thoughts on the following:

A.

B.

C.

What does ‘turn your heart to God’ mean to you? How can we

turn our hearts toward God? Why should we?

Is this something we do for God? Or something we do for

ourselves? Is there a difference? Why / why not?

Close with prayer, asking God to turn our hearts away from ....
and towards ....

3. SERVICE

A.

Get a start on spring cleaning and ‘turn over’ clothing and
household items you no longer wear/need to an agency that will
‘turn them over’ to others who can use them.

4. TRADITIONS AND RITUALS

A.

Lent is a time when we traditionally look inside ourselves and
change whatever may be keeping us from being the most loving
person we can be. Engaging in the disciplines of Lent — fasting,
prayer, sacrificial giving — help us in turning our hearts. What
discipline will you ‘turn to’ this Lent to accompany you through
your Lenten journey?

Instead of ‘giving up’ something for Lent, try ‘taking on’
something — daily Bible reading or a different prayer discipline.
After six weeks, you might just find it becoming a habit.
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Faith Talk: Confirmation at Home: We continue with The Ten Commandments, the topic for our Spring
Confirmation retreat in April, moving on to the Fifth and Sixth Commandments: You shall not murder; You
shall not commit adultery. Some people say war, abortion, the death penalty, suicide, assisted suicide,
euthanasia are all murder. | think ..... ; When | hear of a murder on the news, | ....; Being loyal to another
person means...; Sex is right when...; Sex is wrong when ...

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: Thank you.....to everyone who participated in the Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper, whether you helped with setting up, preparing, serving, and clean up or you just came and
ate! Your ongoing support of the Youth Ministry program at CTS is truly awesome! Watch this space next
month for the final tally.

March Activities
Senior High and Confirmation Koinonia are postponed during Lent

Weekly Lenten Vespers Wed, Mar 8, 15, 22, and 29/ CTS
We are issuing a special invitation for youth and their parents (especially confirmands) to come to
Wednesday evening vespers during Lent. Pastor will be preaching on the Luther’'s Catechism - especially
appropriate for the confirmands! Come for supper (6:30) and stay for vespers (7:30). (For youth with
transportation concerns: if you can get to church, Barbara and Tony will be sure you get home.)

Shekinah 2006 Fri, Mar 10 - Sun, Mar 12
Metro DC Synod's annual Youth Ministry event for 7th and 8th graders. We will leave from CTS at 3:30 on
Friday and will be back Sunday by 3:00. You will need to bring clothing for the weekend, sleeping bag and
pillow, towel, toiletries, and your Bible. You will also need some money for dinner Friday evening (fast food)
and pizza on the way home Sunday.

"The Gathering in the East" Fri, Mar 17- Sun, Mar 19
Tony and Barbara will be attending this annual regional ELCA YMNetwork conference for adults involved in
youth ministry.

Gaithersburg Help Tues, Mar 21
Volunteers for March are Nansi, Kirsten, and (still need a third!) Let Beth or Barbara know if you are
interested in helping.

Sheepdogs Thurs, Mar 23, 8:00 - 9:30 PM / H-K
Support group for parents of Youth in grades 7-12. Please join us as we share with and encourage each
other in our ministry to our children. This month we’ll take a stab at relationships and dating.

"Cross-Eyed Sheep” Sun, Mar 26, 1:00-3:00 PM / CTS
Lunch provided by the Clagetts

Upcoming Activities

Gaithersburg Help
Watch your email for future dates and let Beth know if you are available to help.

Pre-retreat Session Sun, Apr 2
Spring Confirmation Retreat Fri, Apr 21 - Sun, Apr 23
The Ten Commandments at Mar-Lu Ridge with parents!! Because of Palm Sunday and Easter, the Pre-
Retreat session will take place on Sun, Apr 2 - please put the dates on your calendars now!

"Cross-Eyed Sheep” Sun, Apr 30

Check your email 1-2 times per week for reminders and updates!
For information about current/future CTS Youth Ministry Activities, contact Barbara at (301) 963-6236 or by email at
bharner@comcast.net.
(H-K: activities at the Harner-Kerlavage home; CTS: activities at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church)
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