
 

 

 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
A steward is someone in charge of managing someone else‟s property, not 
someone who makes stews, or someone‟s ward.  We Christians believe that 
every good thing is a gift that ultimately comes from God. 
 
Physicians and nurses, beneficiaries of years of decades of medical training 
from their predecessors, drag us into the first light of day in rooms built by 
architects, financiers, brick layers, plumbers, electricians, carpenters, and 
painters; filled with equipment manufactured elsewhere; accessed by roads 
built by governments and road crews; in cars assembled thousands of miles 
away from metal, chemicals, parts, and plans.  We are cleaned and clothed 
with fabrics grown and manufactured by workers thousands of miles away 
whom we will never know. 
 
The doctor speaks words in a language that combines a hundred national 
dialects, gradually standardized by millions of people's usage over centuries.  
An aide writes down data using a numerical system invented by Arabs 
thousands of years ago.  And, all we've done so far is scream.   
 
We are dependent on nature that sustains us, the people who have gone 
before us, and those who in sharing our moment in history, make life 
possible for us today.   
 
Language, the arts, music, markets, businesses, religious institutions, 
politics, and culture are all there the day before we are born.  We don't invent 
them, though we have the opportunity to enjoy, enlarge and reshape them. 
Ultimately, no one pulls themselves up by their bootstrap without a huge 
boost from other people.  
 
We owe more to the anonymous inventor of the wheel, the person who 
figured out how to make fire on demand, and the people who crafted 
intelligible writing and numbers than we owe to our landlord or mortgage 
company.  But, we cannot pay them back, so our task is to share laterally 
with others in our era, and forward toward those yet to come.  
  
Our contributions of time, talent, treasure to and through the church are an 
important part, and symbol, of our larger calling to discipleship, to be good 
stewards of God‟s good earth and all God‟s children. 
 
Pastor Hoehn  (from my manuscript on political spirituality at 
http://faithandcitizenship.blogspot.com )  
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Advent/Christmas Offering 

The Council has designated the special Advent/Christmas offerings to 
be split between the Upper Montgomery Assistance Network (UMAN) 
and our own Parish Care Fund. UMAN works with organizations such 
as Gaithersburg HELP to provide emergency financial assistance, 
education, and referral services to people in our community who are at 
risk. Our Parish Care Fund is used, at the discretion 
of the Parish Care Coordinator and Pastor, and in 
conjunction with the Membership Assistance Fund, to 
provide emergency support to members in need 
within our own congregation 
 

 
Adult Forum Programs 
Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and Nov. 13, the Middle East Working Group of the 

Metro DC Synod of the ELCA will lead a discussion of “Kairos 
Palestine: a moment of truth,” a document that the recent synod 
convention and ELCA‟s national assembly urged congregations to 
study.  The core 12 page version is available at 
http://www.oikoumene.org/fileadmin/files/wcc-
main/2009pdfs/Kairos%20Palestine_En.pdf.  A 24 page study guide 
that includes this document will be available at the adult forum. 
 
Oct. 30 - Jean Martensen, “Introduction to the "Kairos Palestine” 
Statement and the Conditions that Shaped It."  Martensen is former 
Director of Peace Education of the ELCA and former staff in the 
Commission for Women on Domestic Violence. 
 
Nov. 6 - Paul Verdun, “A Moment of Truth: What Does the Lord 

Require of Us in the Middle East?”  Verdun is Co-Coordinator of Sabeel 
DC Metro, the Washington DC affiliate of Friends of Sabeel, North 
America and Ecumenical Liaison for the ELCA  grassroots Middle East 
network, Peace Not Walls.  He recently spent three weeks in the Holy 
Land.  
 
Nov. 13 - Nathan Rich, “A Word of Faith, Hope, and Love: a Closer 

Look at the Kairos Palestine Document." Rich is Chairperson of the 
Middle East Working Group of the Metro DC Synod of the ELCA and 
Co-Chair of the Washington Interfaith Alliance for Middle East Peace.  
 
Nov. 20 -The Rev. Phil Anderson, “The Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) in Central America.”  Anderson has been the LWF 
Representative to Central America and was Pastor and Director of the 
Comite de Desarrollo de la Comunidad, Iglesia Evangelica Luterana de 
Colombia. 
 
Nov. 27 - Pastor Hoehn, “The United Nations Millennium Development 
Goals.”  
 
 
 
 
  

November Prayer Concerns 

Chris 
Bob Andersen 
Jim Austin 
Jean B Chris 
Bob Andersen 
Jim Austin 
Jean Bonald 
Nancy Browning 
Donna Clagett 
Bob Clinger 
Margaret Condon 
Judy Dodge 
Sam Gates 
Dave Gearing 
Dorothy Gerald 
Denyce Hansch 
Nancy Lang 
Tim Larkin 
David Lashof 
Barbara Lashof 
Margaret Lipe 
Thomas Lipe 
Richard Lurix 
Lauren Sue Masoero 
Marcus McBride 
Pastor John Muller 
Althea Nottingham 
Joyce Pacheli 
Ron Pacheli 
Bob Petersen 
Ingse Petersen 
Lorna Pool 
Jane Rhine 
Nida Saavedra 
Jane Schoch 
John Springer 
Nancy Springer 
Lorrin Toelle 
Orlando Vela 
Betty Wilson 
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Give More Hope! 
Give more hope to children. 
Give more hope to the homeless. 
Give more hope to those who seek work. 
Give more hope to those who need sustenance. 
Give more hope to those who need medical or dental care. 
Give more hope to those who want to improve their daily lives. 
 
How can you give more hope? Participate in the Gifts of Hope program 

at CTS. During Advent, you can purchase a Gift of Hope for a friend or 
relative while making a contribution to someone who is 
in need. You will receive a beautiful Christmas card 
and an explanation of your purchase, while the actual 
gifts will be forwarded to the organization which helps 
those in need. Visit the Gifts of Hope table each 
Sunday during Advent to make your purchases, look at 
the catalog of 40 gift ideas, or get more information. 
The cost of gifts ranges from $5 to $250. Let's give 
more hope! 

 
 
November Book Club 

Join us in the parlor at 7 pm on November 27  for a 
discussion of  Bless Me Ulitma, by Rudolfo A. Anaya . 

 
“Rudolfo Anaya's Bless Me, Ultima is about pride and 
assimilation, faith and doubt. The summer before 
Antonio Juan Márez y Luna turns seven, an old woman 
with healing powers comes to live with his family. There 
is something magical and mystical about Anaya's 
coming-of-age story in post-World War II New Mexico. 
The novel presents a world where everyday life is still full of dreams, 
legends, prayers, and folkways.” From the NEA, 
http://www.neabigread.org/books/blessmeultima/  

 
Support our Youth 
Gifts in a Jar is just around the corner. The 

Youth will be hosting Hospitality after BOTH 
services on Nov 13th and offering a tasting of 
items that will be available for ordering. This is 
a major fundraiser for the Youth Gathering 
fund. The order forms will be on the Youth 
bulletin board in a marked envelope. Your 
orders will be due by noon on Sunday, 
December 4th and the jars will be ready for 
pick up on December 11th. Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Lutheran African peace activist 
Leymah Roberta Gbowee, a Lutheran Liberian peace activist, has been 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Read this story and more at 
www.elca.org/news (click on News Releases in the left-hand column). 
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Parish Life in November 

Thanks to all of our CTS Family who participated in the first 
Congregational Meeting and dinner on Sunday, October 2nd.  
The gathering was lively and Tony Kerlavage delivered a very 
important and compelling presentation to kick-off our 2011 
stewardship campaign.  Prior to the meeting we shared lots of 
tasty fall dishes and we had a good selection of food donations 
for Gaithersburg Help.   We are very fortunate to be able to 
share a CTS Family meal together and provide food for others 
at the same time! 
 
In November we will be able to share the 
“King” of all family meals together – 
Thanksgiving!  The “Three Daves” (Dave 
Larrabee, Dave Gearing and Dave Bergtold) 
have morphed this year to the “Two Daves and A Polly.”  This 
year‟s trio will once again be hosting the annual CTS 
Thanksgiving on Thanksgiving Day at 4:00 pm at the church.  
This event has become one of our CTS Family traditions and 
offers an alternative for those who may not be able to connect 
with their nuclear and extended families for this holiday.  But 
this event is also for anyone who just enjoys sharing great food, 
wonderful conversation, and lots of laughs with their CTS 
Family.  So, put it on your calendars and get those cookbooks 
out to start planning your most spectacular culinary creation 
yet! 
 
We will begin our Advent preparations on Wednesday, 
November 30 with our first Advent soup supper.  (Do you 
recognize the food theme going on this month?)  Sign-up 
sheets will be posted on the bulletin board in the hallway, so 
please don‟t forget to indicate which evenings you will be able 
to join us for the supper and/or if you can bring soup, bread, 
etc. to share.   It is another great opportunity to share the 
“family” fun, enjoy the talents of some of our great CTS chefs, 
and find a focus for your Advent preparations.  If you have not 
had the opportunity to attend these soup suppers and Advent 
services in years past, I do hope you will join us this year!   
 
2011 Help the Homeless Walk  

CTS had a record number of walkers this year: 107! This is a 
jump of more than 20 over our previous highest year. Thanks to 
all of you who helped make this happen. The total funds earned 
for Gaithersburg HELP and UMAN was $2960. And special 
thanks go to Dave Larrabee's friend Michelle who spoke about 
her experiences, giving us more insight into the complex 
dilemma of homelessness. 
Hope Walker 

  

Happy November Birthdays 
 
Pat Bastien 11/1 
Scott Sherman 11/1 
Dick Walker 11/2 
Kasia Palmer 11/3 
José Vela 11/4 
Robert Lessen 11/5 
Scott Kuester 11/6 
Paul Bender 11/8 
Brenden Austin 11/9 
Ellie McMichael 11/10 
Peter Bastien 11/13 
Kim Painter 11/14 
MaryAnn Jasper 11/15 
Nathan Meyer 11/15 
Jim Ott 11/19 
Paul Mayer 11/19 
Julia Harrison 11/20 
Cecilia Meyer 11/22 
Arlene Alfano 11/24 
Amos Keller 11/25 
Beatrice Keller 11/25 
 
 

 
 
 
November Anniversaries 
 

Chuck & Heather Welter 11/1 
Rob & Kasia Palmer 11/5 
Steve & Wilma Garvey 11/5 
Neil & Sarah Greenstein 11/8 
José & Lucy Vela 11/18 
Amos & Esther Keller 11/25 
Vivion & Nester Diggs 11/26 

 
 

 



 

 

CTS Youth / Young Adult Ministry News     November 2011 
                                                                                                                                                            

Faith Talk: Confirmation at Home: This fall we are studying The Lord‟s Prayer. There are seven petitions in the 
Lord‟s Prayer, plus an introduction and a conclusion. This month let‟s continue by looking at the 4

th
 and 5

th
 petitions: Give us 

today our daily bread and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Here are some conversation starters: 
What is included in „our daily bread‟? Is there anything that isn‟t? How much is enough? What is the difference between 
something we need and something we want? Why do some people seem to get more „daily bread‟ than others? What does 
„forgive‟ mean? What are the benefits of forgiveness? When someone forgives me, I feel…; When I forgive someone, I …;   
What is it costing you to hold a grudge against someone? I know I‟m forgiven when…  

 

Fall Confirmation Retreat: Nine confirmands (Jericho, Brenden, Joel, Bridget, Robby, Beatrice, Isaiah, Andrew and 

Anna) along with Barbara, Tony, Erin and John enjoyed a great weekend together „up on the ridge‟ learning about prayer in 
general and The Lord‟s Prayer in particular. We also tried prayer journaling, went rock climbing Saturday morning, and ate 
s‟mores, watched skits and played games around a campfire Saturday evening as we (re)connected! Pictures are posted on 
the CTS Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ctslutheranelca?sk=photos. 
 

2012 ELCA Youth Gathering - citizens with the saints: On October 9
th
, we registered 11 youth and 2 adults: Carson, 

James, Kayleigh, Paul, Ellie, Sarah, Jericho, Joel, Bridget, Beatrice, and Brenden, and Barbara and Tony. We are continuing 
our monthly meetings - in October we engaged in discussion and a group building activity to help us in learning more about 
each other. As we begin our journey, please keep this group in your prayers as we learn and explore what it means to 
practice peacemaking, practice discipleship, and practice justice as we prepare for next summer. Check out the information 
on the Youth bulletin board! 

 
 

 

November Activities and Events 
In addition to Christian Education every Sunday at 9:50 AM  

 

Koinonia 
Wed, Nov 2; 6:30 – 8:30 PM / H-K 
Come join us for an evening of food, fellowship and fun 
– with a little faith work thrown in. We’ll start with dinner 
and go from there.  
 

 

cwts Meeting 
Sun, Nov 13; 12:45 – 3:30 PM / CTS 
This is the third meeting for those participating in the 
Gathering next summer. We will begin with lunch and a 
„business meeting‟ with parents and then move on to an 
afternoon of discussion and group building activities as we 
continue learning about each other. Assignment for this 
meeting: watch the video link I sent you for the natural 
history of New Orleans and answer the questions I gave you 
in October to think and write about. Remember to bring your 
journals to the meeting!  
 
 

Gaithersburg Help 
Thu, Nov 17; 4:30 – 6:30 / Food Pantry 
Contact Inge Harman if you can work at the pantry this 
evening. 
 

 

Thanksgiving Basket Assembly and Delivery 
Sat, Nov 19; 9:00 AM / CTS 
The youth will be donating food to complete 5 Thanksgiving 
baskets. You can bring non-perishable items in on Sun, Nov 
13; perishables (milk, bread/rolls, fresh fruit) should be 
brought with you on Sat, Nov 19. This is the day we 
assemble the baskets as we prepare them for delivery to 
families in our community. Come lend a hand - this is a 
great way to serve as God‟s hands! And it‟s a lot of fun! 
 

Final Exam Study Kit Assembly 
Sun, Nov 20 / CTS 
Bring 12 small food items (Examples: small packs of 
crackers, packets of hot chocolate mix, microwave popcorn, 
granola bars, Lifesavers, gum, packs of raisins, etc.) with 
you to Sunday School so that we can assemble Final Exam 
Study Kits for our 'graduates' who are at college along with 
our best wishes as they prepare for their final exams!  
 

Sheepdogs 
Date: TBD – Watch your email 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Activities 
Add these dates to your calendars so you can join us! 

 
 

Koinonia 
No meeting in December; Next meeting Jan 4 
 

Chrysalis: Walk tHis Way 
Fri, Dec 2 – Sun, Dec 4 / 4H Center in Front Royal, VA 
 

Young Adults @ CTS 
Thu, Dec 8; 6:30 - 9 
 

GIAJ Assembly & Secret Santa Shopping 
Sat, Dec 10;  / CTS 
 

cwts Meeting 
Sun, Dec 11; 12:45 – 3:30 PM / CTS 
 

 

Chili Cook-off/Cornbread and Chocolate Bake-
off & YMBA 
Sun, Dec 11 / CTS 
 

Gaithersburg Help 
Tue, Dec 13; 4:30 – 6:30 / Food Pantry 
 

  

Questions? Please contact Barbara Harner - C:240-354-1999 
(H-K: activities at the Harner-Kerlavage home; CTS: activities at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church) 
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Servants’ Lists for November 2011 
 

November 6, 2011 
All Saints Sunday 

8:30 a.m.      Holy Communion 

Acolytes ......... Bookbearer ........ Kayleigh Austin 
 Crucifer ............. Brenden Austin 
Altar Preparation ..................................... TBD 
Communion Assistants ..................... Jim Austin 
   (Vest & Process) ......................... Ron Backus 
Communion Bread ............................ The Grafs 
Lector ........................................ Richard Lurix 
Prayer Leader ................................ Frank Foge 
Usher ........................................ Vernon Toelle 
Welcomer ............................................... TBD 

11:00 a.m.      Festival Eucharist 

Acolytes ......... Bookbearer ..............Rob Palmer 
 Crucifer .............. Hunter Tjugum 
Altar Preparation ..........................Kasia Palmer 
Communion Assistants ................. Joanne Eater 
   (Vest & Process) ....................... Kathy Kersey 
Communion Bread ........................... The Eaters 
Lector ...................................... Joann Eastlack 
Prayer Leader ............................... Chuck Eater 
Usher ........................................... Paul Mayer 
Welcomer ................................... Tom Eastlack 
Hospitality ................................ Dave Larrabee 
Flowers given today by .................. The Garveys 
 

November 13, 2011 
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 

8:30 a.m.      Matins 

Acolyte ............................................ Tom Lipe 
Lector .............................................. Tom Lipe 
Usher ........................................ Steve Garvey 
Welcomer ............................... Cathy Kuchinsky 

11:00 a.m.      Holy Communion 

Acolytes ............ Kayleigh Austin, Brenden Austin 
Altar Preparation ...................... Barbara Harner 
Communion Assistants ...................... Jan Perry 
 Chuck Eater 
Communion Bread ..........................Rob Palmer 
Lector ........................................... Polly Brody 
Prayer Leader ........................... Dave Larrabee 
Usher .......................................... Amos Keller 
Welcomer ................................ Tony Kerlavage 
Hospitality ................................ Youth Sampler 
Flowers given today by ................... The Austins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
November 20, 2011 

Christ the King 
8:30 a.m.      Holy Communion 

Acolyte ......................................Vernon Toelle 
Altar Preparation ........................ Wilma Garvey 
Communion Assistants ................. Steve Garvey 
   (Vest) ....................................... Connie Graf 
Communion Bread ...................... Wilma Garvey 
Lector .................................................... TBD 
Prayer Leader ............................. Joyce Backus 
Usher ..................................... Brenden Austin 
Welcomer ............................................... TBD 

 
November 20, 2011 

Christ the King 
11:00 a.m.      Fesival Eucharist 

Acolytes ............. Bookbearer ....... Joanne Eater 
 Crucifer ...............Rob Palmer 
Altar Preparation ....................... Joann Eastlack 
Communion Assts ..................... Barbara Harner 
  (Vest & Process) Amos Keller 
Communion Bread ..................... Joann Eastlack 
Lector ..................................... Barbara Harner 
Prayer Leader ................................ Polly Brody 
Usher .......................................... Chuck Eater 
Welcomer ..................................... Amos Keller 
Hospitality .................................... Chuck Eater 
Flowers given today by ................... The Mayers 
 

November 27, 2011 
First Sunday of Advent 

8:30 a.m.      Matins 

Acolyte ..................................... Wilma Garvey 
Lector .................................................... TBD 
Usher ............................................ Ernie Graf 
Welcomer ............................................... TBD 

11:00 a.m.      Holy Communion 

Acolytes .................... Polly Brody, Tom Eastlack 
Altar Preparation ......................... Joanne Eater 
Communion Assistants ................... Ron Backus 
 Joann Eastlack 
Communion Bread .................... The Ndumbalos 
Lector .......................................... Amos Keller 
Prayer Leader .............................. Bridget Duru 
Usher ...................................... Hunter Tjugum 
Welcomer ............................... Frank Ndumbalo 
Hospitality ............................... The Ndumbalos 
Flowers given today by ............... Dave Larrabee 
 

November 30, 2011 
St. Andrew, Apostle 

7:30 p.m.      Advent Vespers 

Acolyte ...................................... Joyce Backus 
Lector .................................................... TBD 
 

   

Launder Altar Linens .................. Sandy D’Angelo 



 

 

 
  



 

 

For the most up-to-date calendar, see the CTS web site at www.ctslutheranelca.org 
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