
 FOOTNOTES 

 C H R I S T  T H E  S E R V A N T  

 L U T H E R A N    C H U R C H  

 
 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In the few months that I still have to be with you, I will a number of times do 
something that has just never been able to generate much support in this or in 
any of my other parishes--and that is to have celebrations on weekday evenings 
of the saints of the church.  This autumn we will gather on weekday evenings to 
honor St. Matthew, St. Luke, St. Michael, St. Simon and St. Jude.  Some people 
wonder why I tilt at this particular windmill, especially given the large number of 
"really important" issues to address. 

The saints have pretty much fallen, not so much out of favor, as just out of 
consciousness.  Lutheran churches used to be named after saints fairly 
routinely, but nowadays we prefer cutesy names like "New Life" or "Harvest 
Wind" over St. Paul's or St. Matthew's.  Even among Roman Catholics, the 
saints seem endangered, like the passenger pigeon or the Dodo bird.  Years 
ago, Roman Catholic theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar lamented the sorry fate 
of the saints in his church: 

Nowadays the saints may possibly have a more hidden existence 
than heretofore, Contemporary church architecture wants to do away 
with the pictorial; the saints are forgotten; their feast days are 
confusingly moved about; their communion and mediation remain 
unused.  There are still canonizations, but they hardly evoke any wide 
resonance.  Thus the saints go underground, at least for a time.  They 
are not interested in being venerated anyway.  If their disappearance 
meant that God would be loved better and more deeply, they would 
be the first to approve.  It remains doubtful, however, whether we see 
God any more brightly in the absence of their light; I think we do not.  
We shall have to set the light of the saints on the lamp stand once 
again if we are not to stumble around in a night of our own making.  
For it is by the light of the saints, which is nothing other than God's 
light in the world, that we see the light. 

I agree with von Balthasar that saints are important for a theological, or 
incarnational, reason.  They refract the Light of Christ to us.  God always comes 
to us in earthen vessels.  We Lutherans teach that the canonized saints are no 
more saints than any other baptized Christian.  The purpose of canonization is 
not to set these folks above us, on a pedestal.  The purpose is to set them 
amongst us, as models.  They call us to our own saintliness. 
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I celebrate them with a Eucharist on a weekday, however, not just to honor 
them, but also to drag the Eucharist off of Sunday.  And the intense secularity 
of our world makes this effort even more important to me.  It hallows our 
weekdays.  It reminds us to be Christians every day.  I understand that given 
our insanely busy lives in the D.C. area it may not be feasible to get to all these 
services, but I think it is important that they happen.  It has been said that even 
in the 17th century when George Herbert would pray Matins each morning in 
his rural parish few if any members gathered with him, but they heard the 
church bell ring, took off their hats, and remembered God.  Modern secular 
society now frowns on church bells as noise pollution, but I hope you 
remember that each night at CTS Vespers is prayed, and sometimes Mass is 
said in honor of the saints on their given days.  When you can be with us, that 
will be a great joy, but when you can't, I hope you will find a way to doff your 
cap and remember God. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

  --Pastor Bastien 
 

CTS Church Council Summaries 
 
July 19, 2010 
 
CalendarðThe calendar for the upcoming year, September to August, has 
been updated and posted on the CTS web site, www.cts-lutheran.org. It will be 
kept up to date during the year. 
 
Business AdministrationðSteve discussed the renewal of the lease for the 
Saturday night group. He suggested increasing the rent to $300/month and 
extending the agreement for another year. Council approved this 
recommendation. 
 
August 9, 2010 
 
FinancialðJuly was a very good month financially. We exceeded our income 
goals for the month and spending was below budget. For the month we had a 
positive budget balance of $1,965.23. Year-to-date we now have a positive 
balance of $1,664.30. 
 
GiftðThe church received a gift of $5,000 from the estate of Joe Wheeler 
(Anne Lipeôs father). This money was donated for ñgeneral charitable 
purposes.ò Tony asked Council members for specific ideas for the fundsô use. A 
determination will be made at a later meeting. 
 
Work dayðCouncil discussed ways to make Benedictine Work Day more 
appealing. Tony will talk to Rob to come up with ideas to attract more members 
than the sixteen we had for the May event. 
 
Council retreatðCouncil discussed the agenda for the council retreat to be 
held on October 16. The purpose of the retreat will be to discuss the effect of 
the pastoral transition on  
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ñprayer concern box,ò 

phone at 301 -977 -0285, or 
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wcgarvey@comcast.net ,  if 

you would like anyone 

added or removed to the 

prayer concern list.  Names 

are removed after six weeks 

if no update is received.  

http://www.cts-lutheran.org/
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different ministry areas and to plan how they will be handled. It was 
agreed that the most critical areas to discuss are worship, education, 
outreach, and parish care as these are the areas in which Pastor is most 
involved. We will also try to include a discussion of the service ministry. 
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The 2010 -2011 Film Buffs  season kicks off with Invictus , the story of Nelson Mandelaôs early struggles 

as president of South Africa in the wake of apartheid, and how he uses the inspiration gained from a 

poem along with the countyôs passion for rugby, to build a message of self -mastery that brings the 

racially divided nation together.  

Invictus  (2009)  
Morgan Freeman  

Matt Damon  
Directed by: Clint Eastwood  

When: Sunday, September 19 th . 

Where: CTS Parlor  
Doors open at 5:30, film screens at 6:00. Bring some finger food, snacks, or ñmovie treatsò to share! 

Discussion after the film.  All are welcome !!!  

 

Invictus *   

Out of the night that covers me,  Beyond this place of wrath and tears  
Black as the Pit from pole to pole,  Looms but the Horror of the shade,  
I thank whatever gods may be  And yet the menace of the years  
For my unconquerable soul.  Finds, and shall find, me unafraid.  

In the fell clutch of circumstance  It matters not how strait the gate,  
I have not winced nor cried aloud.  How charged with punishments the 
scroll.  
Under the bludgeonings of chance  I am the master of my fate:  
My head is bloody, but unbowed.  I am the captain of my soul.  

ñWilliam Ernest Henley  
*Translation: òunconqueredó (Latin) 
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Letter to the Congregation of Christ the Servant Lutheran Church ï
(Text of July 11) 
 
Pastor Bastien, our friends in this church, the 
congregation of CTSLC and, the community at 
largeé 
 
You cannot imagine the gift you have given us, the 
Luganda Academy. You cannot begin to fathom the 
challenge of raising a child in a bi-cultural system. 
Unknown to you, you have been instrumental in the 
building of our little garden ï the Luganda Academy 
as we grapple to find increasingly elusive answers.   
 
Today, you have given us that precious moment that demonstrates the true 
human relationship. You have shared with us your sanctuary where we have 
had a chance to stop long enough for our kids to listen and grasp what it is we 
are trying to say to them. In raising children, there is never a guarantee of 
successéfor parents everywhereéno matter what of what heritage. They may 
do everything right and still not get it right. 
  
For us, the parents of the Academy, it is a double whammy. Culturally, our 
points of reference are different not only from those of our children but those of 
the world we live in right now. Our quest is to instill in these children that the 
values of this culture are no different from those of our heritage; we just use 
different words for the same concepts, thoughts and ideas. Therefore, we share 
the same aspirations. This is the slippery slope -getting the message across 
without mangling it.  
 
You and the congregation of this church, Pastor Bastien, have made it possible 
for us to tend and nurture our little garden. Your acceptance, generosity and 
goodwill have been so instrumental in our effort to demonstrate that acceptance 
is the key to understanding, which, in turn, leads to tolerance. Tolerance breeds 
the spirit of sharing and above all the goodwill without which nothing moves. 
With your help, we have planted all sorts of seeds in our little garden hoping 
that as they take root, they will cherish these precious moments and carry 
enough nutrients to start their own little gardens wherever the winds of fortune 
blow them. 
  
But I could speak all day, so, let me not belabor the point and just let one of our 
little seeds, speak for the rest of them. Ladies and gentlemen, here is Brian 
Kasasa, one of our veteran studentsé.Brian 
. 
My name is Brian Kasasa and it is my privilege to speak on behalf of the 
Luganda Academy kids. We would like to thank you for your wonderful 
generosity for allowing us the use of this church. We have had lots of fun over 
the past yearsébecause thatôs what kids doéand all free of charge. We 
understand Pastor Bastien is retiring very soon and therefore, wish to use this 
opportunity to present these little gifts to him and his wife, as a token of our 
gratitude.  

  

Sunday Readings  

 
 
Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost  

September 5, 2010  

Deuteronomy 30:15 -20  

Psalm 1 (3)  

Philemon 1:1 -21  

Luke 14:25 -33  

 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost  

September 12, 2010   

Exodus 32:7 -14  

Psalm 51:1 -10  

1 Timothy 1:12 -17  

Luke 15:1 -10  

 

 

Seventeenth Sunday 

after Pentecost  

September 19, 2010   

Amos 8:4 -7 

Psalm 113 (7)  

1 Timothy 2:1 -7 

Luke 16:1 -13  

 

 

Eighteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost  

September 26, 2010   

Amos 6:1a, 4 -7 

Psalm 146 (7)  

1 Timothy 6:6 -19  

Luke 16:19 -31  
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CTS YOUTH / Young Adult MINISTRY NEWS   September  2010 
 
 

Faith Talk: Confirmation at Home: The topic of this fallôs retreat is Lutheran doctrine. Letôs start the conversation by thinking and 
talking about what you think it means to be a Christian with a Lutheran understanding -- and letôs start with Law and Gospel. Here are some statements to 
consider: ñWhat do you think of when you hear he terms ólawô and ógospelô?ò ñGod created the law to help us embrace the gospel,ò ñThe law is what we do 
for God; the gospel is what God does for us,ò ñThe law shows us our sin; the gospel shows us our savior.ò What do you think these mean? 
 

Chi Rho 2010: In July, Carson, James, and Kayleigh, along with Barbara and Tony, joined 29 other Metro DC Synod youth and adults from 9 

congregations to participate in Chi Rho ï Metro DC Synodôs weeklong servant event for Senior High Youth. We traveled to Neon, KY to work with 
HOMES (Housing Oriented Ministries Established for Service), a non-profit organization that provides affordable housing for low-income families through 
the use of government grants and volunteers. This year we worked on a number of different sites and projects, including roofing, demolition, cleaning, 
painting, grass mowing, and ditch digging. We got to see the completed house we started constructing last year and were able to meet the owners - what 
a joy that was! We worked, played, danced, hiked and worshipped together. Ask Carson, James or Kayleigh about the week and check out photos at the 
Metro DC Synod Youth Ministry Facebook page or at the Photo Gallery link on the CTS website. 
 

September Activities and Events 
 

Benedictine Workday Sat, Sept 11; 9:00 AM - ?? / CTS 
Come join us for a day of service to CTS! There are many projects on the docket - some of them involving the youth room and the basement - 
and the more hands, the lighter the load! There will be food - lunch is provided!! 
 

Roaring Sheep Rehearsal for Rally Day Sat, Sept 11; 3:00 ï 4:00 PM / CTS 
Stick around after workday - or come join us is you were unable to help earlier in the day - for rehearsal for Rally Day. We need everyoneõs 
voice ð so come join us! Tony and I can help with rides home if necessary.... 
 

Rally Day Sun, Sept 12; 11:00 AM / CTS 
We need everyone's help with this service that kicks off the 2010-2011 Sunday School year with great music and a service written by the 
Confirmation youth. We'll have a quick run through of the music during the Sunday School hour that morning, so please be there by 9:45, and 
wear your CTS or a Youth Ministry event T-shirt! 
 

CTS Yard Sale Fri, Sept 17 (Set up); Sat, Sept 18 (Sale) / CTS 
Start getting your stuff together and get ready for the eighth annual CTS Yard Sale.  Put this date on your calendars now and plan to join us. 
Weõll start Friday evening (7 PM) with sorting and setting up (we'll have pizza to help us!). Bring a sleeping bag and pillow, clothes to sleep in, 
your toothbrush and your CTS t-shirt to wear Saturday - weõll sleep over Friday night so we'll be all set to go first thing in the morning! We 
need everyone's help ð this sale isnõt just for youth and their parents anymore! You donõt have to sleep over Friday night with us (though you 
are welcome!), but we can use your help with sorting Friday evening or welcoming buyers on Saturday! Proceeds will go into our 2012 
Gathering Fund and to UMAN. 
 

Sheepdogs Wed, Sept 22; 8:00 - 9:30 PM  
Parents of youth in grades 7-12 are welcome to join us as we share with and encourage each other in our ministry to our children.  
 
 

Fall Confirmation Retreat - First Session  Sun, Sept 26; 1:00 - 4:00 PM / CTS 
All confirmands and their parents are invited / expected! Weõll start with lunch - if someone wants to volunteer to coordinate so that we donõt 
end up with all desserts, let me know! Iõll bring the drinks and the paper/plastic products. We will be viewing and discussing the movie 
òLutheró as we begin our preparation for the Fall Retreat on Lutheran Doctrine. 
 

Upcoming Activities 
 

Fall Confirmation Retreat: Lutheran Doctrine Fri, Oct 1 - Sun, Oct 3 / Mar-Lu-Ridge 
Topic: Lutheran Doctrine -- More details at the First Session on Sept. 26. 
 

Young Adults @ CTS Wed, Oct 6; 6:30 - 9:00 PM / H-K 
 

Help the Homeless Mini-Walk Sun, Oct 10, 9:45 AM / CTS 
Join us as CTS hosts a Help the Homeless (HTH) mini-walk during the Sunday morning education time to raise awareness about 
homelessness issues and funds to benefit Gaithersburg HELP. Remember to sign-up and come walk with us! 
 

Youth Koinonia Wed, Oct 13; 6:30 - 8:30 PM / H-K 
All youth are invited for an evening of food, fellowship and faithtalk! 

Troubling the Water  Sat, Oct 23; 9:00 - 4:30 PM / Emmanuel, Bethesda 
Metro DC Synod Youth Ministry is hosting this event for all 9th and 10th graders with students and faculty from Gettysburg Seminary. It will be 
a day of theological discovery through small groups, worship, activity and community, exploring our baptismal call òto serve all people.ó Cost 
is $10; registration form due Oct 10. 
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McKennaôs Wagon Sat, Oct 30, 4:00 PM / meet at CTS 
This is a service opportunity to help with serving the homeless in Washington, DC. Every three months or so, Dave Larrabee takes a small 
group with him. Consider joining him this month; it only takes a couple of hours ð and it will be a transformational experience. This is a great 
mentor - youth or a great parent - youth / family opportunity. Let Dave know if you would like to help! 
 

Reformation Service Sun, Oct 31 / Washington Cathedral 
Join Lutherans from all over the Synod for the annual Reformation Service at the Washington Cathedral Weõll meet at CTS at 2:00 pm to 
carpool down ð bring some money for dinner as we always stop at Armandõs for pizza on the way home. Weõll be back around 8:00. 
 

(H-K: activities at the Harner-Kerlavage home; CTS: activities at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church) 

 

 

Join Us for the New Evening Prayer! 
The Worship Committee is pleased to announce the 
expansion of an ongoing CTS tradition, Evening Prayer.  
Starting September 12, Evening Prayer will be offered at a 
consistent time, Monday through Friday, open to all who 
wish to attend.  The Rev. Linda Harrison has agreed to lead 
prayer on Monday and Wednesday evenings, and will 
introduce prayer with the use of Anglican prayer beads.   
 
We are establishing a regular nightly schedule, so that all 
will know at what time the short service will be held.  With 

that in mind, Evening Prayer will take place at 7:30 p.m. on Monday evenings 
to accommodate Monday committee and council meetings.  Prayer will be at 
7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  For those who wish 
an earlier time, Evening Prayer will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Fridays.  Please 
join us for this valuable meditative experience! 

 
 
Book Club for September 
One September 26, the CTS Book Club will 
begin our year of discussions withé a film.  
We will be watching Shakespeareôs Henry V, 
gathering at 5 pm in the church parlor.  For 
the first meeting of the year, you donôt even 
have to read or know the play ahead of time.  
Just bring some food to share and ñget thee 
to the church.ò  Afterwards, weôll discuss the 
play together.  
 
The rest of the yearôs book club sessions 
take place one Sunday evening a month in 
the church parlor from 7-9 pm.  Join us for lively conversations about what 
weôve read.  The book for October is the Secret Life of Bees.  We hope you 
can come. 

 

Blessing of the 
Animals  
Oct 4, 6:30 pm  

 

 
 

Plan to bring your 

beloved animals to 
the church for a 

blessing on this first 
Monday evening in 

October.  
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Visit www.cts-lutheran.org and select ñResources, Calendar,ò for most up to date calendar. 
 
 

  

http://www.cts-lutheran.org/
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                               Servant List for September 2010 
 

Fifteenth  Sunday after Pentecost  

September 5, 2010  
9:30 a.m.      Holy Communion  

Acolytes  .....................  Carson Fehner, Tom Eastlack  
Altar Preparation ..............................  Wilma Garvey  
Communion Assistants  ....................  Roger Rasnake  
 ................................ ........................  Connie Graf  

Communion Bread  ..........................  Joann Eastlack  
Prayer Leader  ................................ ...  Inge Harman  
Lector  ................................ ............  Roger Rasnake  
Usher  ................................ ...........................  TBD 
Welcomer  ................................ ......  Joann Eastlack  
Hospitality  ................................ .......  Joanne Eater  
Flowers  ................................ ............  Kathy Kersey  

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
- Rally Sunday -  

September 12, 2010  
8:30 a.m.       Matins  

Acolyte  ................................ .........  Robin Peterson  
Lector  ................................ ...........................  TBD 
Usher  ................................ ..............  Steve Garvey  

Welcomer  ................................ ...  Cathy Kuchinsky  

11:00 a.m.       Holy Communion  

Acolytes  ...................  Andrew and Melanie McMichael  
Altar Preparation ..............................  Joel Ndumbalo  
Communion Assistants  .....................  Dave Larrabee  
 ................................ .........................  Chuck Eater  

Communion Bread  ................................ ........  Youth  

Lector  ................................ ..........................  Youth  
Prayer Leader  ..............................  Bridget Ndumbalo  
Usher  ................................ .............  Roger Rasnake  
Welcomer  ................................ ....... Dorothy Gerald  
Hospitality  ................................ ...................  Youth  
Flowers given today by  ..........................  Patty Ferry  

Holy Cross Day  
September 14, 2010  

Tuesday   7:30 p.m.    Holy Communion  
 
Altar Preparation ................................  Pat Andersen  
Communion Assistant  .........................  Pat Andersen  
Lector  ................................ ..................  Rob Palmer  

Prayer Leader  ................................ ......  Chuck Eater  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  

September 19, 2010  
8:30 a.m.       Matins  

Acolyte  ................................ .............  Steve Garvey  
Lector  ................................ ................  VernonToelle  

Usher  ................................ ............................  TBD 
Welcomer  ................................ .........  Pat Anderson  

 

 
 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost  (continued)  
September 19, 2010  

11:00 a.m.       Holy Communion  

Acolytes  ................................ ....  Mayer, Rob Palmer  
Altar Preparation  ................................ . Kasia Palmer  
Communion Assistants  .....................  Tony Kerlavage  

 ................................ .....................  Hunter Tjugum  
Communion Bread  ...........................  Dave Larrabee  
Lector  ................................ .............  Dave Larrabee  
Prayer Leader  ................................ ..  Dave Larrabee  
Usher  ................................ .............  Dave Larrabee  
Welcomer  ................................ .......  Uschi Larrabee  
Hospitality  ................................ ...........  Connie Graf  

Flowers given today by  ........................  The Garveys  

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist  
September 21, 2010  

Tuesday   7:30 p.m.    Holy Communion  

Altar Preparation  .............................  Barbara Harner  
Communion Assistant  ...........................  Ron Backus  
Lector  ................................ .............  Dave Larrabee  

Prayer Leader  ................................ .......  Polly Brody  

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 26, 2010  
8:30 a.m.       Matins  

 
Acolyte  ................................ .............  Vernon Toelle  

Lector  ................................ .................  Nancy Lang  

Usher  ................................ ...................  Jim Austin  
Welcomer  ................................ .........  Vernon Toelle  

11:00 a.m.       Holy Communion  

Acolytes  ...................  Michael Newby, Hunter Tjugum  
Altar Preparation  ..............................  Joann Eastlack  
Communion Assistants  ........................  Pat Andersen  

 ................................ ....................  Barbara Harner  
Communion Bread  ...............................  Chuck Eater  
Lector  ................................ ........  Melanie McMichael  
Prayer Leader  ................................ ..  Roger Rasnake  
Usher  ................................ .................  Chuck Eater  
Welcomer  ................................ .........  Inge Harman  
Hospitality  ................................ ....  Edima Ndumbalo  

Flowers given today by  .......................  The Eastlacks  

Michael and All Angels  

September 29, 2010  
Wednesday    7:30 p.m.    Holy Communion  

 
Altar Preparation  ................................ . Joanne Eater  

Communion Assistan t  ............................  Rob Palmer  
Lector  ................................ .................  Chuck Eater  
Prayer Leader  ................................ ....  Pat Andersen  
 

Launder Altar Linens  .......  Joann Eastlack  


